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these in full strength towards the cause. To attain this object
the priests were engaged to appeal to their flocks in every parish,
to make Catholic Emancipation an article of faith, to unite all
Catholics in the demand in the name of religion. But
O'Connell felt that this was not enough: a social movement
was to sustain the political; and general and earnest efforts
were to be made to redress or to mitigate the wrongs of the
Catholic peasantry. For this purpose a fund was to be raised
by subscriptions, however small, from every part of Ireland;
and the Catholic Association, backed by a popular Press, and
working, through its societies, in every county, was to leave
nothing undone to expose acts of injustice, to defeat the
process of ejectment in the Courts of Law, to protect, by all
means in its power, the Catholic occupier of the soil.
The movement, inaugurated in this way, went on with
extraordinary force and speed. O'Connell proved a tower of
strength in himself; his energy, his daring, his masterly skill in
combining arrangements, in thwarting the attempts of officials
eager to bring him within the meshes of the law, and in
winning the hearts of thousands by his stirring appeals, had
effects that quickly became manifest. Yet the priesthood
played, perhaps, a more striking part; their immense spiritual
authority was everywhere employed to extend what was
preached as a kind 'of crusade; and the Catholic Association
had, in a few months, active centres in every part of Ireland
drawing into their midst the humbler Catholics to a man. All
Catholic Ireland felt the impulse; the aristocratic classes,
lukewarm before, felt inspired by a great Tribune with
sudden confidence; the universal support the movement
obtained was seen in the vast sum of the " Catholic Rent," the
penny contributions of distressed millions. Not the least
potent of the influences that gained the people were, as
O'Connell had foreseen, the successful efforts made to defend
the peasantry from acts of wrong: bad landlords were baffled